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OAK AMBROSIA BEETLE
Platypus quercivorus

The Oak Ambrosia Beetle is capable of causing extensive tree
mortality in oak forests dominated by Quercus. This could
result in major environmental impacts such as loss of
biodiversity, changes in species composition of forests,
reduced acorn crops and resultant adverse impacts on wildlife
species that depend on acorns as a food source.
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Identifying Features:

Adults of the genus Platypus are reddish brown
_ to dark brown in color with acylindrical, elongated
11 t body that averages 5 mm long. These insects have a
. J concave declivity armed with spines. The front
(prothoracic) legs are adapted for excavation.
Larvae are variable in size, ranging from 2-6mm when matures. External symptoms include large
amounts of splinter-like boring dust at the base of infested oaks as well as late summer wilting.
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Damage:

Platypus quercivorus has awide host range. It attacks many
species of the family Fagaceae (Mainly oaks), but is also known to

attack spicebush, Prunus sp., and Cryptomeria. Oaks are . - f . . - |

commercialy important for lumber and products such as furniture, — = * 5 - -

cabinets, flooring and cooperage. In addition oaks are important " B TR .

ornamental and street trees in many North American communities. The = -# . i -

Oak Ambrosia Beetle could cause significant loss of wood quality. e . .
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